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While she was fighting Napoleon her population
grew and her factories multiplied their output. The
merchant had desired colonies, whose trade he
might monopolize. For the manufacturer this was
not enough. The world was his market, and par-
ticularly the teeming tropical world, from Canton
and India to Africa and Peru. There he might sell
his textiles and his metal goods; there he might buy
his raw materials. No one could think of seizing and
owning all this. The keys to its trade were peace,
civil intercourse, and ships. Britain sought only
ports of call, and naval bases for defence of her
merchant shipping.
Growth of Open Trade and Liberalism
With the world as market, colonial monopolies
seemed less important, and British monopolies
steadily gave place to open trade. At first a few
free ports were opened in the West Indies to which
ships of all nations might resort. Then the Ameri-
cans of the United States were made free of all the
British West Indies, and in 1825 William Huskisson
at the Board of Trade opened all British colonies
to foreigners wrho would open theirs to us. Mean-
while George Canning as Foreign Secretary was
using the British fleet as a shield of liberty. The
Spanish colonies in South America had declared
their independence and opened their ports to the
world's trade. Canning, with Monroe of the United
States, stood firm against the Bourbon monarchies
who threatened reconquest.
The new liberalism wras seen not only in politics
and economics but also in social progress. The